[image: image1.jpg]FALL MESSAGE SERIES



THE REASON 

WE SHARE
“One Great Savior”
Ephesians 2:1-10
October 9, 2016
We Have ONE Great Creator 
We Have ONE Great Purpose
We Have ONE Great Problem 
We Have ONE Great Savior 

· What God Did - But God…
Vs 5-6
· Made Us Alive in Him 


· Raised Us Up with Him  

Colossians 2:12  

· Seated Us with Him 


Philippians 3:20 
· Why God Did It
Vs 4,7

· Because He is Rich in Mercy 

· Because of His Great Love 
· Because of His Great Grace &  His Kindness 
· How God Did It
Vs 8-9

· By His Grace
· Through Our Faith

Hebrews 12:1-3; Romans 10:9-10

· By the Giving of a Gift 

Romans 6:23; Romans 4:4-5 (Message) 

· The Reason God Did It
Vs 10

· We Are Created to Be His Masterpiece
· We Are Called to Good Works
James 2:17-26; 2 Corinthians 9:8; 2 Timothy 3:17; 

Titus 2:14; Philippians 2:12-13  

We Have ONE Great 3.1.5.1. Challenge

· Pray for 3 Lost Friends
· Learn 1 Gospel Presentation

· Invite 5 People to Your LifeGroup 
· Share the Gospel with 1 Person

THE REASON WE SHARE
“One Great Savior”
Ephesians 2:1-10
October 9, 2106  A.M. Service 

We are continuing on this journey this morning in our Series Share and the message series focuses on the Reason that We Share and the LifeGroup material talking about how to share with Tell Someone.  
So really there are 6 thoughts on the Why or the Reason that we Share and they all help us to understand the Gospel a little better and a little bit deeper.  Last week we were reminded that… 

We Have One Great Creator 
God is the Source, Creator, Sustainer, and Cares for of all creation 

We Have One Great Purpose

Humanity Was Created to Reflect, Worship, Enjoy & Have a Relationship with God
We Have One Great Problem 
We Have A Sin Problem that leads to our death, doom, defeat and many times we try to handle sin our own way like trying to delete it, disguise it, deny it, delay it, or even delight in it, but our call is clear that we are to be desperate about our sin, to disclose and denounce it, and depend on a deliverer which what we want to talk about this morning.
That all describes who we are or were 

What God Did - But God…
Vs 5-6
One of the most important times the word but is used and it is because of what follows behind.  This is the great news.  It is not what you and I did, it is all about what God did!  What did He do for us and remember the first 3 verses of where we were or where you might still be today. 
· Made Us Alive in Him 
We see what Jesus Christ did on that cross and because of that He can make me alive to Him – no longer dead, no longer chasing after the things of the world – but alive!  SONG:  Amazing Love – the verse “I’m forgiven because you were forsaken, I’m accepted you were condemned, “I am alive and well your spirit lives within me because you died and rose again” Romans 6:4   Sin’s debt – cancelled, sin’s penalty – paid, death’s hold – broken.  Though once dead – I can now be alive.  Are you alive this morning?  If not you can be.  You have to ABC.  
· Raised Us Up with Him 
He goes even further and we don’t have enough time to dive deep enough so we will skim the surface here.  He raises up with Him.  We are thus able to share in his glory both in the ages to come but even now.  We were once dead and now raised to walk in that newness of life.  Colossians 2:12  
· Seated Us with Him 
He goes even beyond that and seats us with Him at the Father’s right hand.  We are longer living in this present word but instead in the heavenly places – our citizenship has changed.  Philippians 3:20 – there is a place awaiting those who have trusted in Him as Savior and Lord.  Notice the tense here of these verbs aorist tense – it has already happened.  It is a guaranteed promise!  Look at what God did through His Son Jesus!
Why God Did It
Vs 4,7
· Because He is Rich in Mercy 
Perhaps the greatest question of all time – why did God do it?  Look at me, at you, at this world – why would He do it.  Only one reason is sufficient.  Because He is rich in mercy!  Now we know that He is rich in mercy – it never runs out – And it is simply who he is! – but look at the object of that mercy – towards us.  Remember we were once objects of His wrath but not we become objects of His mercy.  His heart is to give us what we need and not what we deserve!

· Because of His Great Love - Even though were dead in our sins.   He pours our His love on that cross of Calvary which we are going to talk about in great detail over the next 6 Sunday nights leading up to Easter and I invite you to join us as we experience Easter and His incredible love and mercy that He has poured out on us.  Chorus of that same song “Amazing Love how can it be that you my King would die for me, amazing love I know it’s true now it’s my joy to honor you in all I do I honor you – You are my King”  

· Because of His Great Grace &  His Kindness Vs 7

Once again we are the object of the surpassing riches of His grade in kindness in Christ Jesus.  God pours that out – moves it towards out – throws it at us – all of it – we receive it!  The timeframe here is for all eternity which certainly begins here but we only can understand a fraction of it – but for all eternity He will pour out that kindness towards us His children – we never stop receiving that grace and kindness.  No isn’t that great news?! Why does He do this – because it glorifies Him.  
How God Did It
Vs 8-9
· By His Grace

Grace was both the motive and the means through which God saved us.  Think of all those great hymns that talk of God’s grace.  “Grace that is Greater”  Oh Lord help us to let that truth to sink so deep into our souls this morning.  What amazing grace!  That is the only thing that could have saved us grace!  Again, it is not something that I did, it is all about what He did!  
· Through Our Faith

Now we certainly have a part to play – but the Lord must enable us to even do this – because remember we were dead.  We must place our faith – our trust in Him alone to save us!  We must make that conscious decision to surrender our hearts and our wills to Him and no other.  Though we cannot see Him, we can know Him.  Hebrews 12:1-3 reminds of us this truth.  We must believe with our heads and with our hearts and confess with our mouths (Romans 10:9-10) and live it then with our lives.  There must be transformation – not just about saying some prayer, or believing certain things – it is a life change!
· By the Giving of a Gift so that no one could boast  Romans 6:23  It is a gift – period.  What can you do to earn a gift – nothing!  You simply must receive it.  That is hard for many of us – we have been taught we have to pull up our bootstraps, try harder, - but it isn’t about that.  It is simply receiving the most amazing gift that the world has ever known!  No one will get to heaven and say well I did this or that, no we will all say as that incredible song the choir sings – I have come by the way of the cross! Romans 4:4-5 (Message) “If you're a hard worker and do a good job, you deserve your pay; we don't call your wages a gift. 5 But if you see that the job is too big for you, that it's something only God can do, and you trust him to do it — you could never do it for yourself no matter how hard and long you worked — well, that trusting-him-to-do-it is what gets you set right with God, by God. Sheer gift.”  

The Reason God Did It
Vs 10
· We Are Created to Be His Masterpiece

Do you realize that we are the handiwork of God His incredible workmanship (poiema - where we get out word poem from)  – a complete masterpiece – not like a statute or painting that stay in museums but made for action.  It is God who has created us, who has saved us, and who will bring our salvation to completion.  Philippians 1:6  God has prepared all of this before the foundation of the world so that we should walk in them.  We are designed to live for God’s glory – and to show His glorious masterpiece –that’s you and me – off so that others can see what He has  done in you and how He is working through you and see their need for a Savior.  Don’t hide it, show it today – not in pride but in humility of what you could have been and yet what He has made you to be!  Show how great God is through the power that is at work in you and that those who are dead can be made alive in Christ if we will be show and share these amazing truths today.  

· We Are Called to Good Works
Remember, these good works are not the price of salvation but simply 

the proof of salvation. Before we can do any good for work for the 

Lord, He has to do His good work in us.   The believer is not saved as a 

result of good works; good works are the result of salvation.  They are 

the result of God’s working in the believer’s heart.  They are the 

evidence that he is alive from the dead.  James 2:17-26   These works 

are critical and a must for every believer – they are not optional – they 

should simply be an outflow from the inflow of what He is doing in us 

and we digest His word, pray, and grow as a believer.  It comes as John 

talked about in John 15 as we abide in Him. 
The same power that saved in Christ is the same power that will help us 

to do the good works for which He has redeemed us.  2 Corinthians 9:8; 
2 Timothy 3:17; Titus 2:14; Philippians 2:12-13  

Is sin working against you because you have not yet trusted Christ? Then trust Him now! Have you experienced His work for you - in you - through you? Are you wearing the "graveclothes" or the "grace-clothes"? Are you enjoying the liberty you have in Christ or are you still bound by the habits of the old life in the graveyard of sin? As a Christian, you have been raised and seated on the throne. Practice your position in Christ! He has worked for you; now let Him work in you and through you, that He might give you an exciting, creative life to the glory of God. 

We Have One Great 3.1.5.1. Challenge

· Pray for 3 Lost Friends 
       Invite 5 People to Your LifeGroup 

· Learn 1 Gospel Presentation       Share the Gospel with 1 Person
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