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GOSPEL REVOLUTION
“Extravagant Generosity”
2 Corinthians 8:1-9
October 11, 2015  
The Gospel Prayer 

“In Christ, there is nothing I can do that would make You love me more and nothing I have done that makes You love me less.    Your presence & approval are all I need for everlasting joy. As you have been to me, so I will be to others.  As I pray, I’ll measure Your compassion by the cross and Your power by the resurrection.”  
QUESTION:
What if Jesus’ Generosity Towards Us Was Given in the Same Proportion That We Give to Him and to Others? 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.  

 

2 Corinthians 8:9  (NASU)

We Should Be Extravagantly Generous With Our… 

· Generous with Our Lives 

I Thessalonians 2:8 
· Generous with Our Love 

1 John 4:7-11; Colossians 3:14; I Thessalonians 3:12
· Generous with Grace  
Jonah 4:9-11; 2:2,6b
· Generous with Forgiveness

Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13
· Generous with Our Compassion and Mercy 
Romans 9:1-5 
· Generous with Sharing Christ with Others 
Romans 1:14-16
· Generous with Our Gifts 

1 Timothy 6:17-19
· Generous with Our Time 

Ephesians 5:15-16 Galatians 6:6-10; 

· Generous with Our Resources  

2 Corinthians 8:1-9; 9:6-11

My RESPONSE 
Who Do I Need to Be Generous With My Love or Grace?

Who Do I Need to Be Generous with My Forgiveness?

Where Do I Need to Be Generous with My Compassion?

Who Do I Need to Share Christ With? 

[image: image2.jpg]Taking the Next Step

The spiritual discipline of giving is not
developed overnight. You have to take
that first step at some point - and then
the next, and then the next. After a while,
it becomes a part of who you are.

Where are you on the continuum below?

Where would you like to be, and what’s
the next step to get you there?

Fill in the arrow below that represents the
step you are taking.
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Where Do I Need to Be 
Generous with My 
Gifts & Time?

Where and How Do I Need 
to Be Generous With My 
Resources?  
What is My Next Step?  

GOSPEL REVOLUTION
“Extravagant Generosity”
2 Corinthians 8-9
October 11, 2015  A.M. Service 
The Gospel Prayer 

“In Christ, there is nothing I can do that would make You love me more and nothing I have done that makes You love me less.  Your presence & approval are all I need for everlasting joy. As You have been to me, so I will be to others.  As I pray, I’ll measure Your compassion by the cross and Your power by the resurrection.”  
We start to turn the corner here – again if you missed the last several weeks, then you’ve missed the foundation – the core of what we are talking about and living out this gospel revolution must start at the beginning – the Abiding, Amazement, Acceptance, Approval, and Affection inform how we then are to live out the Gospel in our lives – Here is the 2nd part of the revolution.  The 1st part was the 1st 4 weeks – allowing the Lord to revolutionize our hearts in understanding How He sees us and deals with us and loves us and cares for us and provides for us and on it goes and then our desires changes to abide more and stand in greater amazement that He accepts us and we have his approval and His affection.  Then we begin to the 2nd part which is then how we live that out – where the rubber meets the road so to speak.  We flesh out the Gospel in our lives! 

Question:  

What if Jesus’ Generosity Towards Us Was Given in the Same Proportion That We Give to Him and to Others? 

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich.  2 Corinthians 8:9  (NASU)
The generosity of God toward us produces a generosity of spirit in us for

others. Those who are in touch with God’s grace become dispensers of grace themselves.
We Should Be Extravagantly Generous With Our… 
· Generous with Our Lives 
I Thessalonians 2:8 
· Generous with Our Love 
1 John 4:7-11; Colossians 3:14; I Thessalonians 3:12
· Generous with Grace – Jonah 4:9-11; 2:2,6b
· Generous with Forgiveness
Ephesians 4:32; Colossians 3:13
· Generous with Our Compassion and Mercy – being burdened – stark reality of the fact they are billions yet unreached with the Gospel and millions here in our nation, and thousands here in Petal that are destined for hell if we don’t see it as it really is and that brings a burden  Paul -  Romans 9:1-5 
· Generous with Sharing Christ with Others Romans 1:14-16
· Generous with Our Gifts 
1 Timothy 6:17-19
· Generous with Our Time 
Ephesians 5:15-16 Galatians 6:6-10; 
· Generous with Our Resources  
2 Corinthians 8:1-9; 9:6-11
DO we live a life of Guilt and Greed or one of Grace and Generosity?
• Does what we do with our money reflect a heart aware of how generous God has been to us ()?

• Does how we are leveraging our lives for mission reflect an awareness of where we’d be without Jesus (Romans 1:14)?

THE GRACE OF GIVING — PART 1

One of the major ministries of Paul's third missionary journey was the taking up of a special "relief offering" for the poor Christians in Judea. Once before Paul had assisted in this way (Acts 11:27-30), and he was happy to do it again. It is significant that it was Paul who remembered the "forgotten beatitude" of our Lord: "It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35).

But Paul had other blessings in mind besides the material assisting of the poor. He wanted this offering to strengthen the unity of the church as the Gentile churches shared with the Jewish congregations across the sea. Paul saw the Gentiles as "debtors" to the Jews (Rom 15:25-28), and the special collection was one way to pay that debt.

This offering was also evidence to the Jewish believers (some of whom were still zealous for the Law) that Paul was not the enemy of the Jews or of Moses (Acts 20:17 ff). Early in his ministry, Paul had promised to remember the poor (Gal 2:6-10), and he labored to keep that promise; but at the same time, he hoped that the generosity of the Gentiles would silence the jealousy of the Jews.

Unfortunately, the Corinthians were not doing their part Like many people, they had made promises, but they failed to keep them. In fact, an entire year had been wasted (2 Cor 8:10). What was the cause of this serious delay? The low spiritual level of the church. When a church is not spiritual, it is not generous. Another factor was the invasion of the Judaizers, who probably siphoned off as much money as they could (2 Cor 11:7-12,20; 12:14).

Paul knew that it would be difficult to get the Corinthians to participate, so he lifted his appeal to the highest spiritual level possible: he taught them that giving was an act of grace. Paul used nine different words to refer to the offering, but the one he used the most was grace. Giving is truly a ministry and fellowship (2 Cor 8:4) that helps others, but the motivation must be from the grace of God in the heart. Paul knew that this collection was a debt owed by the Gentiles (Rom 15:27) and fruit from their Christian lives (Rom 15:28); but it was even more: it was the working of the grace of God in human hearts.

It is a wonderful thing when Christians enter into the grace of giving, when they really believe that giving is more blessed than receiving. How can we tell when we are practicing "grace giving"? Paul indicated that there were a number of evidences that appear when our giving is motivated by grace. 

When We Give in Spite of Circumstances (2 Cor. 8:1-2) 

The Macedonian churches that Paul was using as an example had experienced severe difficulties, and yet they had given generously. They had not simply gone through "affliction"; they had experienced a "great trial of affliction" (2 Cor 8:2). They were in deep poverty, which means "rock-bottom destitution." The word describes a beggar who has absolutely nothing and has no hope of getting anything. Their difficult situation may have been caused in part by their Christian faith, for they may have lost their jobs or been excluded from the trade guilds because they refused to have anything to do with idolatry.

But their circumstances did not hinder them from giving In fact, they gave joyfully and liberally! No computer could analyze this amazing formula: great affliction and deep poverty plus grace = abundant joy and abounding liberality! It reminds us of the paradox in Paul's ministry "as poor, yet making many rich" (2 Cor 6:10). It also reminds us of the generous offerings that were taken at the building of the tabernacle (Ex 35:5-6) and the temple (1 Chron 29:6-9).

When you have experienced the grace of God in your life, you will not use difficult circumstances as an excuse for not giving. For that matter, are circumstances ever an encouragement to giving? In my first pastorate, we had a great need for a new church building; but some of the people opposed a building program because of the "economic situation." Apparently the steel mills were planning to go on strike, and the refineries were going to shut down, and the railroads were having problems .. and it seemed like a risky time to build. But there were enough people who believed in "grace giving" so that the church did erect a new sanctuary - in spite of the strikes, shutdowns, layoffs, and other economic problems. Grace giving means giving in spite of circumstances. 

When We Give Enthusiastically (2 Cor. 8:3-4) 

It is possible to give generously but not give enthusiastically. "The preacher says I should give until it hurts," said a miserly church member, "but for me, it hurts just to think about giving!" The Macedonian churches needed no prompting or reminding, as did the church at Corinth. They were more than willing to share in the collection. In fact, they begged to be included (2 Cor 8:4) How many times have you heard a Christian beg for somebody to take an offering?

Their giving was voluntary and spontaneous. It was of grace, not pressure. They gave because they wanted to give and because they had experienced the grace of God. Grace not only frees us from our sins, but it frees us from ourselves. The grace of God will open your heart and your hand Your giving is not the result of cold calculation, but of warmhearted jubilation! 

When We Give as Jesus Gave (2 Cor. 8:5-9) 

Jesus Christ is always the preeminent example for the believer to follow, whether in service, suffering, or sacrifice. Like Jesus Christ the Macedonian Christians gave themselves to God and to others  (2 Cor 8:5). If we give ourselves to God, we will have little problem giving our substance to God. If we give ourselves to God, we will also give of ourselves for others. It is impossible to love God and ignore the needs of your neighbor. Jesus Christ gave Himself for us (Gal 1:4; 2:20). Should we not give ourselves to Him? He died so that we might not live for ourselves, but for Him and for others (2 Cor 5:15).

The Macedonians' giving was, like Christ's, motivated by love (2 Cor 8:7-8). What a rebuke to the Corinthians who were so enriched with spiritual blessings (1 Cor 1:4-5). They were so wrapped up in the gifts of the Spirit that they had neglected the graces of the Spirit, including the grace of giving The Macedonian churches had an "Abundance of deep poverty" (2 Cor 8:2), and yet they abounded in their liberality. The Corinthians had an abundance of spiritual gifts, yet they were lax in keeping their promise and sharing in the collection.

We must never argue that the ministry of our spiritual gifts is a substitute for generous giving. I teach a Sunday School class, so I don't have to give!" is not an explanation - it's an excuse. The Christian who remembers that his gifts are gifts will be motivated to give to others and not "hide" behind his ministry for the Lord. I have met pastors and missionaries who have argued that since they devote their whole time in serving the Lord, they are not obligated to give. Paul argued just the opposite: since you are wonderfully gifted from God, you ought to want to give even more!

Paul was careful that they understood that he was not ordering them to give. Actually, he was contrasting the attitude of the Macedonians with that of the Corinthians. He was pointing out that the Macedonians were following the example of the Lord - they were poor, yet they gave. The Corinthians said that they loved Paul; now he asked them to prove that love by sharing in the offering Grace giving is an evidence of love - love for Christ love for God's servants who have ministered to us, and love for those who have special needs that we are able to help meet.

Finally, their giving was sacrificial (2 Cor 8:9). In what ways was Jesus rich? Certainly He was rich in His person, for He is eternal God. He is rich in His possessions and in His position as King of kings and Lord of lords. He is rich in His power, for He can do anything. Yet in spite of the fact that He had all these riches - and more - He became poor.

The tense of the verb indicates that it is His incarnation, His birth at Bethlehem, that is meant here. He united Himself to mankind and took on Himself a human body. He left the throne to become a servant He laid aside all His possessions so that He did not even have a place to lay His head. His ultimate experience of poverty was when He was made sin for us on the cross. Hell is eternal poverty, and on the cross Jesus Christ became the poorest of the poor.

Why did He do it? That we might become rich! This suggests that we were poor before we met Jesus Christ and we were totally bankrupt But now that we have trusted Him, we share in all of His riches! We are now the children of God, "heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ" (Rom 8:17). Since this is true, how can we refuse to give to others? He became poor to make us rich! Can we not follow His example, as did the Macedonian churches, who out of their deep poverty abounded in liberality? 

When We Give Willingly (2 Cor. 8:10-12) 

There is a great difference between promise and Performance. The Corinthians had boasted to Titus a year before that they would share in the special collection (2 Cor 8:6), but they did not keep their promise. Note that in 2 Cor 8:10-12 Paul emphasized willingness. Grace giving must come from a willing heart, it cannot be coerced or forced.

During my years of ministry, I have endured many offering appeals. I have listened to pathetic tales about unbelievable needs. I have forced myself to laugh at old jokes that were supposed to make it easier for me to part with my money. I have been scolded, shamed, and almost threatened, and I must confess that none of these approaches has ever stirred me to give more than I planned to give. In fact, more than once I gave less because I was so disgusted with the worldly approach. (However, I have never gotten like Mark Twain, who said that he was so sickened by the long appeal that he not only did not give what he planned to give, but he took a bill out of the plate!)

We must be careful here not to confuse willing with doing, because the two must go together. If the willing is sincere and in the will of God, then there must be "a performance also" (2 Cor 8:11; Phil 2:12-13). Paul did not say that willing was a substitute for doing, because it is not. But if our giving is motivated by grace, we will give willingly, and not because we have been forced to give.

God sees the "heart gift" and not the "hand gift." If the heart wanted to give more, but was unable to do so, God sees it and records it accordingly. But if the hand gives more than the heart wants to give, God records what is in the heart, no matter how big the offering in the hand might be.

A friend of mine was leaving for a business trip, and his wife reminded him before church that she needed some extra money for household expenses just before the offering, he slipped some money into her hand; and she, thinking it was their weekly offering, put it all in the plate. It was the expense money for the week.

"Well," said my friend, "we gave it to the Lord and He keeps the records."

"How much did you intend to give?" asked their pastor, and my friend gave an amount. "Then that's what God recorded," said the pastor, "because He saw the intent of your heart!"

God sees, not the portion, but the proportion. If we could have given more, and did not, God notes it. If we wanted to give more, and could not God also notes that. When we give willingly, according to what we have, we are practicing grace giving. 

When We Give by Faith (2 Cor 8:13-24) Paul did not suggest that the rich become poor so that the poor might become rich. It would be unwise for a Christian to go into debt in order to relieve somebody else's debt, unless, of course, he was able to handle the responsibility of paying the debt back. Paul saw an "equality" in the whole procedure: the Gentiles were enriched spiritually by the Jews, so the Jews should be enriched materially by the Gentiles (see Rom 15:25-28). Furthermore, the Gentile churches at that time were enjoying some measure of material wealth, while the believers in Judea were suffering. That situation could one day be reversed. There might come a time when the Jewish believers would be assisting the Gentiles.

Who does the equalizing? God does. Paul used the miracle of the manna as an illustration of the principle (Ex 16:18). No matter how much manna the Jews gathered each day, they always had what they needed. Those who tried to hoard the manna discovered that it was impossible, because the manna would decay and smell (Ex 16:20). The lesson is clear: gather what you need, share what you can, and don't try to hoard God's blessings. God will see to it that you will not be in need if you trust Him and obey His Word.

Our motive for giving is God's spiritual blessing in our lives, but our measure for giving is God's material blessing. Paul made this clear when he wrote to the Corinthians in his first letter, "Let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him" (1 Cor 16:2). Paul did not lay down any mathematical formula, because grace giving is not limited by a tithe (10 percent). Grace giving is systematic, but it is not legalistic. It is not satisfied with only the minimum, whatever that minimum might be.

Since it is God who does the "balancing of the books," we cannot accuse Paul of teaching some form of communism. In fact, 2 Cor 8:13 is a direct statement against communism. The so-called "communism" of the early church (Acts 2:44-47; 4:32-37) has no relationship to the communistic political and economic systems that are promoted today. The early Christians (like many Christians today) voluntarily shared what they had, but did not force people to participate. The entire program was temporary, and the fact that Paul had to take up a special collection to relieve their needs is proof that the program was never meant to be imitated by later generations of Christians.

Grace giving is a matter of faith - we obey God and believe that He will meet our needs as we help to meet the needs of others. As the Jews gathered the manna each day, so we must depend on God to "give us this day our daily bread" (Matt 6:11). We must not waste or squander what God gives us, neither must we hoard it. In the will of God, it is right to save. (The Jews saved Friday's manna to eat on the Sabbath, and the marina did not decay [Ex 16:22-26].) But out of God's will, the wealth that we hoard will harm us rather than help us (see James 5:1-6).

Beginning in 2 Cor 8:16, Paul suddenly turned from a profound spiritual principle to some practical counsel on how the special collection would be handled. While it is true that grace giving means giving by faith, it is also true that grace giving does not mean giving by chance. The Christian who shares with others must be sure that what he gives is managed honestly and faithfully.

Over the years, I have tried to encourage God's people to support ministries that could be trusted. On more than one occasion, I have warned a church member not to give to an unworthy organization, only to discover that he gave anyway. Then he would come to me a few months later and say, "I sent a check to that outfit and now I discover that it's a fake!"

"I warned you not to give anything," I would reply very gently "Well, the Lord knows my heart" he would argue. "Even though the money was wasted, I got credit for the gift in heaven!"

Grace giving is not foolish giving. Even in a local church, the people who handle the funds must possess certain qualifications. Paul was very careful how he handled money entrusted to him, because he did not want to get the reputation of being a "religious thief." The churches that contributed to the collection chose certain representatives to travel with Paul, so that everything would be done honestly, decently, and in order.

I noted in one of our Sunday School classes in a church I pastored that one young man was taking up the offering, counting it, recording it, and then taking it to the Sunday School office. In a nonthreatening way, I suggested that he was putting himself in a dangerous position if anybody accused him of anything, because he could not prove that he was handling the money honestly. "I trust you," I said, "but I don't trust the people who may be watching you and looking for something to criticize." Instead of following my suggestion, he became very angry and left the church.

The men and women in every Christian ministry - a local church, a missionary organization, an evangelistic meeting - should possess the following qualifications if they are to handle God's money. 

A God-given desire to serve (vv. 16-17). Paul did not "draft" Titus; the young man had a desire in his heart to assist in the gathering of the special offering. Too often in local churches, men and women are put on the Finance Committee who do not have a sincere desire to serve God in this way. Above all else, a person who handles the Lord's money must have a heart that is right with God. 

A burden for lost souls (v. 18). We do not know who this brother was, but we thank God he had a testimony that he shared the Gospel. Perhaps he was an evangelist; at least he was known to the churches as a man burdened for souls. Local church nominating committees put the good "soul winners" on the Evangelism Committee or on the Missions Committee, which is fine; but some of them also ought to be on the Finance Committee or the Board of Trustees. Why? To keep the priorities straight. I have seen committees approve large sums for buildings and equipment who would not release funds for a soul winning ministry.

A discouraged young pastor sought my counsel one day. 'My Finance Committee is running scared," he said. "The economic situation has made them so tightlisted, they won't spend any money - and we have a big surplus in the bank!" I had never met his committee, but I knew one thing about them: they needed a burden for lost souls. 

A desire to honor God (v. 19). Too often, financial reports glorify the church or a group of special donors, and do not glorify God. There is no such thing in the church as "secular and sacred," "business and ministry." All that we do is "sacred business" and ministry for the Lord. When the church constitution says that the deacons (or elders) handle the "spiritual affairs" of the church, and the trustees handle the "material and financial affairs," it is making an unbiblical distinction. The most spiritual thing a church can do is use its money wisely for spiritual ministry.

We glorify God by using what He gives us the way He wants it used. If the people who manage church finances are not burdened to glorify God, they will soon be using those funds in ways that dishonor God. 

A reputation for honesty (vv. 20-22). Paul made it clear that he welcomed the representatives from the cooperating churches. He wanted to avoid any blame. It is not enough to say, "Well, the Lord sees what we're doing!" We should make certain that men can see what we are doing. I like the way J. B. Phillips translates 2 Cor 8:21: "Naturally we want to avoid the slightest breath of criticism in the distribution of their gifts, and to be absolutely aboveboard not only in the sight of God but in the eyes of men."

Personally, I would not support a missionary or Christian worker who was not identified in some way with a reputable committee or board, or a reputable organization. Nor would I give support to any ministry that did not have its books audited and the report available to the donors. I am not saying that all "freelance" Christian workers are irresponsible; but I would have more confidence in their ministries if they were attached to a board or an organization that supervised their financial support.

Note the emphasis in 2 Cor 8:22 on diligence. If there is one quality that is needed when handling finances, it is diligence. I have heard of church treasurers who did not keep up-to-date accurate records of income and expenditures, and who handed in careless annual reports with the excuse that they were "too busy to keep up with the books." Then they should not have taken the office! 

A cooperative spirit (vv. 23-24). Titus not only had a heart for this ministry (2 Cor 8:16), but he knew how to be a good "team member." Paul called him his "Partner" and "fellow helper." Titus was not like the committee member I heard about who said at the first meeting, "As long as I am on this committee, there will be no unanimous votes!"

Finance committee members do not own the money, it belongs to the Lord. The committee is but a steward, managing the money honestly and carefully for the service of the Lord. Note too that Paul saw the committee as special servants of the churches. The raising of this special "relief fund" was a cooperative effort of the Gentile churches, and Paul and the representatives were but "messengers" of the churches. The Greek word is 

apostolos

, from which we get "apostle - one sent with a special commission." These dedicated Christians felt an obligation to the churches to do their work honestly and successfully.

Grace giving is an exciting adventure! When you learn to give "by grace, through faith" Oust the way you were saved - Eph 2:8-9), you start to experience a wonderful liberation from things and from circumstances. Instead of things possessing you, you start to control them; you develop a new set of values and priorities. You no longer measure life or other people on the basis of money or possessions. If money is the best test of success, then Jesus was a failure, because He was a poor Man'

Grace giving enriches you as you enrich others.

Grace giving makes you more like Jesus Christ.

Have you discovered the thrill of grace giving? 

2 Corinthians 9

THE GRACE OF GIVING — PART 2

It seems strange that we Christians need encouragements to give, when God has given so much to us. God had enriched the Corinthians in a wonderful way, and yet they were hesitant to share what they had with others. They were not accustomed to grace giving, so Paul had to explain it to them. Having explained grace giving to them, Paul then tried to - motivate them to get involved in the special offering, he did this by sharing five encouragements that relate to grace giving. 

Your Giving Will Provoke Others (2 Cor. 9:1-5) 

While Christians must not compete with each other in their service for Christ, they ought to "consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works" (Heb 10:24). When we see what God is doing in and through the lives of others, we ought to strive to serve Him better ourselves. There is a fine line between fleshly imitation and spiritual emulation, and we must be careful in this regard. But a zealous Christian can be the means of stirring up a church and motivating people to pray, work, witness, and give.

The interesting thing is this: Paul had used the zeal of the Corinthians to challenge the Macedonians; but now he was using the Macedonians to challenge the Corinthians! A year before, the Corinthians had enthusiastically boasted that they would share in the offering, but then they had done nothing The Macedonians had followed through on their promise, and Paul was afraid that his boasting would be in vain.

Paul sent Titus and the other brothers to Corinth to stir them up to share in the offering Far more important than the money itself was the spiritual benefit that would come to the church as they shared in response to God's grace in their lives. Paul had written to the church before to tell them how to take up the contributions (1 Cor 16:1-4), so there was no excuse for their delay. Paul wanted the entire contribution to be ready when he and his "finance committee" arrived, so that there might not be any last-minute collections that might appear to be forced on the church.

What did Paul want to avoid? Embarrassment to himself and to the church if the offering was not ready. For, after all, there were several representatives from the Macedonian churches on the special committee (see Acts 20:4). Paul had boasted to the Macedonians about Corinth, and now he feared that his boasting might be in vain.

Apparently, Paul did not see anything wrong or unspiritual about asking people to promise to give. He did not tell them how much they had to promise, but he did expect them to keep their promise. When a person signs up for a telephone, he promises to pay a certain amount each month. If it is acceptable to make financial commitments for things like telephones, cars, and credit cards, certainly it ought to be acceptable to make commitments for the work of the Lord.

Notice the words that Paul used as he wrote about the collection. It was "ministering to the saints," a service to fellow believers. It was also a "bounty" (2 Cor 9:5), which means "a generous gift." Was Paul perhaps hinting that the Corinthians give more than they had planned?

However, Paul was careful not to put on any pressure. He wanted their gift to be "a matter of bounty [generosity], and not as of covetousness [something squeezed out of them]." High-pressure offering appeals do not belong to grace giving.

Our greatest encouragement for giving is that it pleases the Lord, but there is nothing wrong with practicing the land of giving that provokes others to give. This does not mean that we should advertise what we do as individuals, because that kind of practice would violate one of the basic principles of giving give secretly to the Lord (Matt 6:1-4). However, Paul was writing to churches,. and it is not wrong for congregations to announce what they have given collectively.. If our motive is to boast, then we are not practicing grace giving. But if our desire is to provoke others to share, then Gods grace can work through us to help others. 

Your Giving Will Bless You (2 Cor. 9:6-11) 

"Give, and it shall be given unto you," was our Lord's promise; and it still holds true (Luke 6:38). The "good measure" He gives back to us is not always money or material goods, but it is always worth far more than we gave. Giving is not something we do, but something we are. Giving is a way of life for the Christian who understands the grace of God. The world simply does not understand a statement like. Prov 11:24: "There is that scattereth, and yet increaseth; and there is that withholdeth more than is meet but it tendeth to poverty." In grace giving, our motive is not "to get something," but receiving God's blessing is one of the fringe benefits.

If our giving is to bless us and build us up, we must be careful to follow the principles that Paul explained in this section. 

The principle of increase: we reap in measure as we sow (v. 6). This principle needs little explanation, because we see it operating in everyday life. The farmer who sows much seed will have a better chance for a bigger harvest The investor who puts a large sum of money in the bank will certainly collect more dividends. The more we invest in the work of the Lord, the more "fruit" will abound to our account (Phil 4:10-20).

Whenever we are tempted to forget this principle, we need to remind ourselves that God was unsparing in His giving. "He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?" (Rom 8:32) In both nature and grace, God is a generous Giver, and he who would be divine example. 

The principle of intent we reap as we sow with right motives (v. 7-9.) Motive makes absolutely no difference to the farmer! If he sows good seed and has good weather, he will reap a harvest whether he is working for profit pleasure, or pride. It makes no difference how he plans to use the money that he earns, the harvest will probably come just the same.

But not so with the Christian: motive in giving (or in any other activity) is vitally important. Our giving must come from the heart, and the motive in the heart must please God. We must not be "sad givers" who give grudgingly, or "mad givers" who give because we have to ("of necessity"); but we should be "glad givers" who cheerfully share what we have because we have experienced the grace of God. "He that hath a bountiful eye shall be blessed" (Prov 22:9).

If we cannot give joyfully (the Greek word gives us our English word hilarious), then we must open our hearts to the Lord and ask Him must follow the to grant us His grace. Certainly God can bless a gift that is given out of a sense of duty, but God cannot bless the giver unless his heart is right. Grace giving means that God blesses the giver as well as the gift, and that the giver is a blessing to others. 

The principle of immediacy. We reap even while we are sowing (vv. 8-11). The farmer has to wait for his harvest, but the believer who practices grace giving begins to reap the harvest immediately. To be sure, there are long-range benefits from our giving, but there are also immediate blessings.

To begin with, we start to share God's abundant grace (2 Cor 9:8). The "universals" in this verse are staggering - all grace; always; all sufficiency; every good work. This does not mean that God makes every Christian wealthy in material things; but it does mean that the Christian who practices grace giving will always have what he needs when he needs it. Furthermore, the grace of God enriches him morally and spiritually so that he grows in Christian character In his walk and his work he depends wholly on the sufficiency of God.

It is disturbing to see how many Christians today are totally dependent on others for their spiritual resources. Preachers cannot get sermons unless they borrow them from a book or a cassette. Church officers are bewildered about what to do with a problem unless they phone two or three well-known preachers for advice. Far too many church members have to consult with the pastor once a week or they fall apart spiritually.

The word sufficiency means "adequate resources within" (see Phil 4:11). Through Jesus Christ we can have the adequacy to meet the demands of life. As Christians, we do need to help and encourage one another, but we must not depend on one another. Our dependence must be on the Lord. He alone can give us that "well of water" in the heart that makes us sufficient for life (John 4:14).

We not only share God's grace, but we also share His righteousness (2 Cor 9:9). Paul quoted Ps 112:9 to prove his point. That psalm describes the righteous man who has no fears because his heart is sincere and obedient to the Lord. Paul did not suggest that we earn righteousness by our giving, because the only way to get righteousness is by faith in Jesus Christ. However, if our hearts are right, our giving will be used by God to make our characters righteous. Grace giving builds Christian character.

We reap as we sow, and we share God's miracle multiplication of what we give and do (2 Cor 9:10). The farmer has to decide how much seed he will keep for food, and how much he will plant. If the harvest has been lean, there is less seed available both for eating and planting. But the Christian who believers in grace giving never has to worry about this decision: God supplies all that he needs. There is always spiritual and material "bread" for the eating and spiritual and material "seed" for the sowing.

Paul referred here to Isa 55:10-11, a passage that uses "seed" and "bread" to refer to both the Word of God and to the literal harvest in the field. There is no such thing as "secular" and "sacred" in the Christian life. The giving of money is just as spiritual an act as the singing of a hymn or the handing out of a Gospel tract. Money is seed. If we give it according to the principles of grace, it will multiply to the glory of God and meet many needs. If we use it in ways other than God desires, the harvest will be poor.

Finally, as we sow, we are enriched and we enrich others (2 Cor 9:11). The farmer reaps immediate physical benefits as he works in his field, but he has to wait for the harvest. The Christian who is motivated by grace reaps the blessings of personal enrichment in his or her own life and character, and this enrichment benefits others. The final result is glory to God as others give thanks to Him Paul was careful to point out that grace giving does not bring credit to us; it brings thanksgiving to God. We are but channels through whom God works to meet the needs of others.

But 2 Cor 9:11 teaches another truth - God enriches us so that we may give even more bountifully. One of the joys of grace giving is the joy of giving more and more. Everything we have not just our income belongs to God, is given to God, and is used by God to accomplish His work. We are enriched in everything because we share everything with Him and with others.

As a pastor, I have watched young Christians lay hold of these principles of grace giving and start to grow. It has been a great joy to see them trust God as their giving is motivated by grace. At the same time, I have seen other believers smile at these principles and gradually impoverish themselves. Some of them "prospered" financially, but their income was their downfall: it did not enrich them. They had their reward, but they lost their opportunities for spiritual enrichment.

Grace giving means that we really believe that God is the great giver, and we use our material and spiritual resources accordingly. You simply cannot outgive God! 

Your Giving Will Meet Needs (2 Cor. 9:12) 

Paul introduced a new word for the offeringservice. It means "priestly service," so once again, Paul lifted the offering to the highest level possible. He saw this collection as a "spiritual sacrifice" presented to God, the way a priest presents a costly sacrifice on the altar.

Christians no longer bring animals as sacrifices to God, because the work of Christ on the cross has ended the levitical system (Heb 10:1-14). But the material gifts we bring to the Lord become "spiritual sacrifices," if they are given in the name of Jesus (Phil 4:10-20; Heb 13:15-16; 1 Peter 2:5).

But the emphasis in 2 Cor 9:12 is on the fact that their offering would meet the needs of poor saints in Judea. "For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God" (2 Cor 9:12). The Gentile believers could have given a number of excuses for not giving. "It's not our fault that they had a famine and are poor!" might have been one of them. Or, "The churches closer to Judea ought to give them help." Or, "We believe in giving, but we think we should first take care of our own."

When a Christian starts to think of excuses for not giving, he automatically moves out of the sphere of grace giving. Grace never looks for a reason, it only looks for an opportunity. If there is a need to be met, the grace-controlled Christian will do what he can to meet it.

"As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith" (Gal 6:10). Paul admonished the wealthy Christians "that they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate [share]" (1 Tim 6:18). Most of us would not consider ourselves "wealthy," but the rest of the world does.

However, we are not the ones who get the glory, it is the Lord who is glorified (Matt 5:16). Many people will give thanksgiving to God because of our sharing in the meeting of their needs. We may not hear that thanksgiving on earth today, but we will hear it in heaven when the church is gathered together.

It might be profitable here to notice Paul's use of the concept of abundance as he wrote this letter. He opened the letter with abundant suffering that was matched by abundant comfort (2 Cor 1:5). He also mentioned abundant grace (2 Cor 4:15) and abundant joy and liberality (2 Cor 8:2). Because of Gods abundant grace, we can abound always in every good work (2 Cor 9:8). The apostle saw the Christian life as one of abundance, for Jesus Christ can make us adequate for every situation.

Our giving ought to provide for necessities, not subsidize luxuries. There are needs to be met and our limited resources must not be squandered. It is true that the need itself is not the only reason for giving, for there are always more needs than any one Christian or church can meet, but the need is important. Some needs are greater than, others, and some needs are more strategic than others. We need accurate information as well as spiritual illumination as we seek to meet the many needs that are pressing on us today. 

Your Giving Will Glorify God (2 Cor. 9:13) 

"Let your light so shine before men," said our Lord, "that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven" (Matt 5:16). This is one of the beauties of church giving no individual gets the glory that belongs only to God.

For what would the grateful Jewish believers give thanks? Of course, they would praise God for the generosity of the Gentile churches in meeting their physical and material needs. But they would also praise God for the spiritual submission of the Gentiles, their obedience to the Spirit of God who gave them the desire to give. They would say, "Those Gentiles not only preach the Gospel, but they also practice it!"

The little phrase and unto all men at the end of this verse (2 Cor 9:13) is significant The Jewish believers would give thanks that others were also being assisted by the Gentile churches. Each little congregation that received aid would be thankful for that aid and for the aid being given to others. Instead of saying, "Why didn't we get more?" they would be praising God that others in need were also being helped. That is the way grace giving works.

It might be good for our churches to take inventory to see if anybody is giving thanks to God for our obedience and generosity. No amount of evangelistic zeal or worship activity can compensate for lost opportunities in serving others and meeting their practical needs. It is not a matter of choosing one and ignoring the other. There must be a balance of sharing the Gospel and meeting practical needs, if our light is to shine brightly and steadily. It has well been said that it is difficult to preach the Gospel to a hungry man (see James 2:15-16).

I recall reading about a wealthy Christian who daily, at family devotions, prayed for the needs of the missionaries that his church supported. One morning, after he had concluded family prayers, his little boy said, "Dad, if I had your checkbook, I could answer your prayers!" A discerning lad, indeed! 

Your Giving Will Unite God's People (2 Cor. 9:14-15) 
This, of course, was one of the major purposes that Paul had on his heart when he challenged the Gentile churches to assist the Jewish believers. The extreme legalists in the church had accused Paul of being anti-Jewish and even anti-Law. The Gentile churches were removed from the "mother church" in Jerusalem both by distance and culture. Paul wanted to prevent a division in the church, and the "relief offering" was a part of that prevention program.

In what ways would this offering bind the Jewish and Gentile congregations more closely? For one thing, the offering was an expression of love. The Gentiles were not obligated to share (though Paul did see the offering as the payment of a "spiritual debt," Rom 15:25-27), but they did so because of the grace of God. The Jews, in turn, would feel themselves bound to their Gentile brothers and sisters.

Another spiritual bond would be prayer "And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you" (2 Cor 9:14, NIV). Were the Gentile churches "buying" the prayer sup, port of the Jewish churches? Not in the least! Paul envisioned a spontaneous expression of love, praise, and prayer as he shared the offering in Judea.

I have had the experience of visiting several mission fields and hearing believers there say, "We are praying for you." I recall chatting with a fine Christian from eastern Europe, who said, "We are praying for you in the United States, because in some ways, you have a more difficult time being spiritual Christians than we do." When I asked him to explain, he smiled and said, "You have relatively easy lives, and comfort is an enemy of the spiritual life. In eastern Europe, we know who our enemies are, and we know who our friends are. Where you live, it is easy to be fooled. Yes, we are praying for you!"

Both the Jewish and the Gentile churches would be drawn closer to Jesus Christ. "Thanks [grace] be unto God for His unspeakable [indescribable] gift" (2 Cor 9:15). In Jesus Christ, all human distinctions are erased, and we no longer see each other as Jews - or Gentiles, rich or poor, givers or recipients. "For ye are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal 3:28).

It is sad when our giving becomes a substitute for our living. A church officer once complained to me, III give any amount of money you want for missions. Just don't make me listen to a missionary speak!" When a Christian practices grace giving, his money is not a substitute for either his concern or his service. He first gives himself to the Lord (2 Cor 8:5) and then he gives what he has. His gift is a symbol, as it were, of the surrender of his heart. You cannot separate the gift and the giver when your giving is motivated by God's grace.

I suggest you read 2 Cor 8 and 9 again, and that you note the emphasis on the grace of God. If our churches and other ministries would get back to grace giving, there would be fewer high-pressure offering appeals, fewer gimmicks to raise funds, and fewer complaints from the people of God. Instead, there would be plenty of money available for the ministries that truly magnify the grace of God. And I think that the unsaved people in the world would sit up and take notice!

You and I are saved because God believed in grace giving.

How much do we believe in grace giving? 
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