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1 JOHN:  

LOVE ILLUMINATED  
“An Anti-Christ:  

What’s That”
1 John 2:18-29
ReFuel  Sept. 2, 2015  
The Caution  Vs 18
Matthew 24:11; 7:15-23; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15

· We Are in the Last Days

· The Anti-Christ is Coming

· Anti-Christs Have Already Arisen 

The Comparison & Contrast  

The Characteristics of An Anti-Christ  Vs 19,22-23a, 26

· One Who Departs  
Matthew 13:2-30 ; 1 Timothy 4:1-2 

· One Who Denies 
2 Peter 2:1; Matthew 10:33; Mark 8:39
· One Who Deceives  
John 8:44; Matthew 24:24; 2 Timothy 3:13; Rev. 2:20 

The Characteristics of A Christ Follower Vs 20-21, 23b, 24-25, 27-28

· One Who Is Dedicated (Anointed)

I Samuel 9:16; Numbers 35:24; I kings 19:16; Acts 10:38; 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 Ephesians 4:19; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Romans 8:9,11

· One Who Dwells  (Abides) 
Psalm 91:1; John 15:1-11
· One Who  Discerns the Truth  (Knows) 
John 14:6, 17:17; 16:13; 8:31-32; 2 Timothy 3:15-16 

· One Who Directed (Anticipating & Confident)  
Matthew 24:42-44; 12:40, 2 Timothy 4:8 Revelation 22:20 

· One Who Is Devout 
2 Corinthians 5:17; Romans 12:1-2; 1 John 2:4-5 

Our Response: 

· We must always take a righteous, firm, and yet humble stand against those who would oppose Christ or try to take the place of Christ.

· We must teach our church and our children the truth about anti-Christs and make certain they know what they believe and why they believe it.

· We must always carefully examine one’s teaching both here, what you hear on TV, Radio, or Internet with the Word of God. 

· The best way to spot an anti-Christ, is to know what the real Christ is so well it is so clear.  (To abide in Him and His Holy Word)    1 John 2:18-29
I JOHN – LOVE ILLUMINATED
“An Anti-Christ:  What’s That?”
I John 2:18-29
 September 2, 2015  ReFuel

The Caution  Vs 18
Matthew 24:11; 7:15-23; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15
· We Are in the Last Days

· The Anti-Christ is Coming
· Anti-Christs Have Already Arisen 

The Comparison & Contrast  

Here he will lay out in black and white what this looks like so we will know and be able to recognize and see them and also be able to examine ourselves so that we know we are Christ Follower.  
The Characteristics of An Anti-Christ  Vs 19,22-23a, 26
· One Who Departs  Matthew 13:2-30 ; 1 Timothy 4:1-2 
James Boice Quote  “The implication of Christ’s parable and John’s statement is that some Christians are so much like non-Christians and some non-Christians are so much like Christians that it is impossible to tell the difference between them in this life.”  
· One Who Denies 2 Peter 2:1; Matthew 10:33; Mark 8:39
· One Who Deceives  John 8:44; Matthew 24:24; 2 Timothy 3:13; Revelation 2:20 
The Characteristics of A Christ Follower Vs 20-21, 23b, 24-25, 27-28
· One Who Is Dedicated - Anointed –  I Samuel 9:16; Numbers 35:24; I kings 19:16; Acts 10:38; 2 Corinthians 1:21-22 Ephesians 4:19; 2 Corinthians 6:16; Romans 8:9,11
· One Who Dwells – Abides; Psalm 91:1; John 15:1-11, 
· One Who  Discerns the Truth  - Knows   John 14:6, 17:17; 16:13; 8:31-32; 2 Timothy 3:15-16 
· One Who Directed – Anticipating – Confident  - Matthew 24:42-44; 12:40, 2 Timothy 4:8 Revelation 22:20 
· One Who Is Devout – practices righteousness  2 Corinthians 5:17; Romans 12:1-2; 1 John 2:4-5 
Does it really matter what we believe?  We hear many people today say, as long as you believe something and you are sincere, then that is enough.  

Is that true? No way.

A sincere and Dr who means well give a patient the wrong medicine and it makes them violently ill.

ILLUS:  Me being sincere finding what I thought were the right directions

It doesn’t measure up to the truth.  It takes much more than sincerity to make something true.  It makes a difference what we believe both now and in the life to come!!

Here John is warning his dear children about the conflict that was happening and was coming down the pipe.  

The Last Hour/last times or the last day as it is talked about in the OT, we are living in right now, we have always lived in it.  The last hour begin when Jesus Christ came to this earth and it will end when He returns to claim His bride, the church.  

It is not an amount of time, but a kind of time.  And it only grows in intensity as we rocket forward towards the end of the age, the last hour/last times when Jesus will return.  There were false teachers in John’s day, but not only is the number of false teachers greater, but we are closer than ever before to that coming last hour.  It adds a great sense of intensity and urgency.

See I Timothy 4:1-3

Anti-Christ is one who is…
Vs 18-19,22-23,26
It is used only by the apostle John, but the concept itself appears all throughout Scripture especially that of Paul, even in the Old Testament and also Jesus talks about them.

· A spirit in the world that opposes or denies Christ

Many cults today say they accept Jesus as the Christ, but they add things in addition so that in reality it replaces Christ, although they wouldn’t say it that way.   Example of different Cults:  See Cult Chart
They would call themselves Christians, ask any Mormon, look at Mitt Romney, he will tell you he is a Christian just like anyone else, but in fact he is not. ILLUS: Mormons – see sheet and Mormon Bible
A Definition


· The false teachers who embody this spirit

· A person who will head up the final world rebellion against Christ both seen in the book of Revelation and also OT, Daniel and Zechariah, even Jesus mentioned him
· It has a dual meaning – both against (opposite) Christ and instead of (in the place of) Christ   A counterfeit, not the true thing.  

· They depart from the fellowship  They use the church only to sabotage it through an often sophisticated strategy of false lies and teachings.  But eventually they depart separating from true Christians because it becomes apparent to most who they are and what their intentions are.  They leave behind a path of spiritual destructions and take weak, vulnerable and often disconnected people with them.  Most cults were started by people who were in a local church.  They separate themselves and keep their followers separated so they only hear from them, they brainwash them. 

ILLUS:  David Koresh
One of the evidences of true believers is there desire to be with the people of God, in fellowship and worship with them. 
Some were asking but they went out from us, did they have they truth, were they even really us to start with, and John says not, they were never really of us, they were not true believers.

As always with the Lord, yet He uses this people to purge the church and to many times keep it on the right track.  
· They deny the faith, specifically the deity of Christ

Jesus Christ is the central truth to Christianity and truly to reject Him rejects God thus rejecting the entire message.

Jesus said it clearly in John 14:6

He was the Son of God, equal with God, yet born of a virgin both fully God and fully man, yet He did not sin, He came and died a substitutionary death for all mankind (not that He deserved) and then three days later He arose.  He then ascended back to the Father and promises to one day return to reclaim His bride.

Any other teaching than that is false no matter how it is portrayed.  

John was fighting the Gnostics of the days who said Jesus did actually come, but not in human flesh.  They said that a Christ spirit descended on Jesus at his baptism and departed from him just before his death.  

They may say well we disagree about Jesus, but we agree about God.  Can that be possible?  No way.  Jesus said if you have seen me you have seen the Father, if you believe in Me, you believe in the One who sent me.

It is why in our culture today, fine if we say God, but leave Jesus out, but when we leave Him out, we have no hope for eternal life. 

Anything past what the Word of God teaches is false, added books, added teachings, etc. 

· They try to deceive the faithful
There goal is to mislead the saints, but ultimately realizing those true believers cannot be lead astray, they go after those easier targets.  They can certainly muddle the simplicity of believers’ devotion to Christ, tamper with their spiritual confidence, cause them to doubt the sufficiency of the Word of God, and be confused or uncertain about key doctrines, but those who have Christ, their faith is secure for eternity. 

A Believer is one who is…


Vs 20-21,24-25,27-28
· Accepting the Faith
Acknowledge that Jesus is who He said He was according to the Word of God so clearly declared. Doesn’t mean we don’t ask questions, hard ones, and seek to know Him, to stretch our minds, our intellect, spiritually to know what we believe and why we believe and the ways that we can back that up.

· Abiding in Him 
Because we abide in Him the truth is in us.  John says I don’t have to write to you, nor does anyone need to teach you, because You are in Him and His spirit abides in you.  John 15 and others
We are in fellowship with Him, we know Him, we walk with Him, He walks with us.  

· Anointed by the Holy Spirit  We have the Holy Spirit who lives inside of us who took up residence inside of us as a representative of the Father.

Now this word anointing is being severely misused by anti-Christs 

promising a new and better anointing, something mysterious and secreat that they do not yet posses.  Also even preachers talk about having this anointing on your life if you give this, or pledge this, or you have evidence that you have the anointing because you are wealthy.  That is not what John is talking about here.  

He is saying you already have it.  

Now we often pray for that fresh anointing, and what we mean that is simply a fresh sense of the presence of God in our lives, His power on display in us and through us as clean and pure vessels.  

Now it also means we have the Word of God living in us as well, the Bible, we have the truth and teaching that we already need.  

 Anticipating His Appearing

The unbelieving man will shrink at the appearing of Christ, it will bring great dread upon him, but the faithful man, it will be something he anticipates greatly because he has remained faithful by abiding in Jesus. There will we claim our inheritance with the saints, eternal life with Jesus Himself!

Knowing….

· There are many anti-Christs and there number will only increase.

· There are anti-Christs found in the “church” today

· These anti-Christs will be subtle, devious, deceiving, and will try to pull away the faithful as well as luring in those who are non-believers

· We know who the faithful are, their lives are clear by what they believe, what they teach, how they live, and what they live for.
Living…

· We must always take a righteous, firm, and yet humble stand against those who would oppose Christ or try to take the place of Christ.

· We must teach our church and our children the truth about anti-Christs and make certain they know what they believe and why they believe it.

· We must always carefully examine one’s teaching both here, what you hear on TV, Radio, or Internet with the Word of God. 

· The best way to spot an anti-Christ, is to know what the real Christ is so well it is so clear.  (To abide in Him and His Holy Word)  
1 John 2:18-29; 1 John 2:18-19

It makes no difference what you believe, just as long as you are sincere!"

That statement expresses the personal philosophy of many people today, but it is doubtful whether most of those who make it have really thought it through. Is "sincerity" the magic ingredient that makes something true? If so, then you ought to be able to apply it to any area of life, and not only to religion.

A nurse in a city hospital gives some medicine to a patient, and the patient becomes violently ill. The nurse is sincere but the medicine is wrong, and the patient almost dies.

A man hears noises in the house one night and decides a burglar is at work. He gets his gun and shoots the "burglar," who turns out to be his daughter! Unable to sleep, she has gotten up for a bite to eat. She ends up the victim of her father's "sincerity."

It takes more than "sincerity" to make something true. Faith in a he will always cause serious consequences; faith in the truth is never misplaced. It does make a difference what a man believes! If a man wants to drive from Chicago to New York, no amount of sincerity will get him there if the highway is taking him to Los Angeles. A person who is real builds his life on truth, not superstition or lies. It is impossible to live a real life by believing lies.

God has warned the church family ("little children") about the conflict between light and darkness (1 John 1:1-2:6) and between love and hatred (1 John 2:7-17). Now He warns them about a third conflict: the conflict between truth and error. It is not enough for a believer to walk in the light and to walk in love; he must also walk in truth. The issue is truth - or consequences!

Before John explains the tragic consequences of turning from the truth, he emphasizes the seriousness of the matter. He does so by using two special terms: "the last time" and "antichrist." Both terms make it clear that Christians are living in an hour of crisis and must guard against the errors of the enemy.

"The last time" (or "the last hour") is a term that reminds us that a new age has dawned on the world. "The darkness is past, and the true light now shineth" (1 John 2:8). Since the death and resurrection of Jesus, Christ, God is doing a "new thing" in this world. All of Old Testament history prepared the way for the work of Christ on the cross, All history since that time is merely preparation for "the end," when Jesus will come and establish His kingdom. There is nothing more that God must do for the salvation of sinners.

You may ask, "But if it was 'the last hour' in John's day, why has Jesus not yet returned?"

This is an excellent question and Scripture gives us the answer. God is not limited by time the way His creatures are. God works in human time, but He is above time (cf. 2 Peter 3:8).

"The last hour" began back in John's day and has been growing in intensity ever since. There were ungodly false teachers in John's day, and during the intervening centuries they have increased both in number and in influence. "The last hour" or "the last times" are phrases that describe a kind of time, not a duration of time. "The latter times" are described in 1 Tim 4. Paul, like John, observed characteristics of his time, and we see the same characteristics today in even greater intensity.

In other words, Christians have always been living in "the last time" - in crisis days. It is therefore important that you know what you believe and why you believe it.

The second term, "antichrist," is used in the Bible only by John (1 John 2:18,22; 4:3; 2 John 7). It describes three things: 1. a spirit in the world that opposes or denies Christ; 2. the false teachers who embody this spirit; and, 3. a person who will head up the final world rebellion against Christ.

The "spirit of antichrist" (1 John 4:3) has been in the world since Satan declared war on God (cf. Gen 3). The "spirit of antichrist" is behind every false doctrine and every "religious" substitute for the realities Christians have in Christ. That prefix 

anti

 actually has a dual meaning. It can mean, in the Greek, both "against" Christ and "instead of' Christ. Satan in his frenzy is fighting Christ and His eternal truth, and he is substituting his counterfeits for the realities found only in our Lord Jesus.

The "spirit of antichrist" is in the world today. It will eventually lead to the appearance of a "satanic superman" whom the Bible calls "Antichrist" (capital A). He is called (2 Thess 2:1-12) "the man of sin" (or "lawlessness").

This passage explains that there are two forces at work in today's world: truth is working through the church by the Holy Spirit, and evil is working by the energy of Satan. The Holy Spirit in Christians, is holding back lawlessness; but when the church is removed at the Rapture (1 Thess 4:13-18), Satan will be able to complete his temporary victory and take over the world. (John has more to say about His world ruler and his evil system in the Book of Rev., particularly 13; 16:13 and 19:20.)

Does it make any difference what you believe? It makes all the difference in the world! You are living in crisis days - in the last hour - and the spirit of antichrist is working in the world! It is vitally important that you know and believe the truth and be able to detect lies when they come your way.

John's epistle gives three outstanding marks of the false teacher who is controlled by the "spirit of antichrist." 

He Departs from the Fellowship (1 John 2:18-19)

"They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us" (1 John 2:19, NASB).

The word "us" refers, of course, to the fellowship of believers, the church. Not everyone who is part of an assembly of believers is necessarily a member of the family of God!

The New Testament presents the church in a twofold way: as one worldwide family, and as local units or assemblies of believers There is a "universal" as well as "local" aspect of the church. The whole worldwide company of believers is compared with a body (1 Cor 12) and with a building (Eph 2:19-22). When a sinner trusts Christ as Saviour, he receives eternal life and immediately becomes a member of God's family and a part of Christ's spiritual body. He should then identify himself with a local group of Christians (a church) and start serving Christ (Acts 2:41-42). But the point here is that a person can belong to a local church and not be part of the true spiritual body of Christ.

One of the evidences of true Christian life is a desire to be with the people of God. "We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren" (1 John 3:14). When people share the same divine nature (2 Peter 1:4) and are indwelt by the same Holy Spirit (Rom 8:14-16), they want to enjoy fellowship and to share with one another. As we have seen, fellowship means "to have in common." When people have spiritual realities in common, they want to be together.

But the "counterfeit Christians" mentioned in 1 John 2 did not remain in the fellowship. They went out. This doesn't imply that "staying in the church" keeps a person saved; rather, it indicates that remaining in the fellowship is one evidence that a person is truly a Christian. In His Parable of the Sower (Matt 13:19,18-23), Jesus makes it clear that only those who produce fruit are truly born again. It is possible to be close to an experience of salvation, and even to have some characteristics that would pass for "Christian," and yet not be a child of God. The people in view in 1 John 2 left the fellowship because they did not possess the true life and the love of Christ was not in their hearts.

There are many unfortunate divisions among the people of God today, but all true Christians have things in common, regardless of church affiliation. They believe that the Bible is the Word of God and that Jesus is the Son of God. They confess that men are sinners and that the only way one can be saved is through faith in Christ. They believe that Christ died as man's substitute on the cross, and that He arose again from the dead. They believe that the Holy Spirit indwells true believers. Finally, they believe that one day in the future Jesus will come again. Christians may differ on other matters - church government, for example, or modes of baptism - but they agree on the basic doctrines of the faith.

If you will investigate the history of the false cults and antichristian religious systems in today's world, you will find that in most cases their founders started out in a local church! They were "with us" but not "of us," so they went out "from us" and started their own groups.

Any group, no matter how "religious," that for doctrinal reasons separates itself from a local church which holds to the Word of God, must immediately be suspect. Often these groups follow human leaders and the books men have written, rather than Jesus Christ and God's Word. The New Testament (e.g., 2 Tim 3-4; 2 Peter 2:1) makes it clear that it is dangerous to depart from the fellowship. 

He Denies the Faith (1 John 2:20-25; 4:1-6)

The key question for a Christian is: Who is Jesus Christ? Is Christ merely "an Example," "a good Man," or "a wonderful Teacher"; or is He God come in the flesh?

John's readers knew the truth about Christ, or else they would not have been saved. "You all know the truth, because you have the Spirit of God, an unction, and the Spirit teaches you all things" (cf. 1 John 2:20,27). "Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His" (Rom 8:9).

False Christians in John's day used two special words to describe their experience: "knowledge" and "unction." They claimed to have a special unction (anointing) from God which gave them a unique knowledge. They were "illuminated" and therefore living on a much higher level than anybody else. But John points out that all true Christians know God and have received the Spirit of God! And because they have believed the truth, they recognize a he when they meet it.

The great assertion of the faith that sets a Christian apart from others is this: Jesus Christ is God come in the flesh (1 John 4:2).

Not all preachers and teachers who claim to be Christian are really Christian in their belief (1 John 4:1-6). If they confess that Jesus Christ is God come in the flesh, then they belong to the true faith. If they deny Christ, then they belong to Antichrist. They are in and of the world, and are not, like true believers, called out of the world. When they speak, the world (unsaved persons) hears them and believes them. But the unsaved world can never understand a true Christian. A Christian speaks under the direction of the Spirit of Truth; a false teacher speaks under the influence of the spirit of error - the spirit of antichrist.

To confess that "Jesus Christ is God come in the flesh" involves much more than simply to identify Christ. The demons did this (Mark 1:24) but it did not save them. True confession involves personal faith in Christ - in who He is and what He has done. A confession is not a mere intellectual "theological statement" that you recite; it is a personal witness from your heart of what Christ has done for you. If you have trusted Christ and have confessed your faith, you have eternal life (1 John 2:25). Those who cannot honestly make this confession do not have eternal life, which is an ultimately serious matter.

George Whitefield, the great British evangelist, was speaking to a man about his soul. He asked the man, "Sir, what do you believe?"

"I believe what my church believes," the man replied respectfully.

"And what does your church believe?"

"The same thing I believe. " 

"And what do both of you believe?" the preacher inquired again.

"We both believe the same thing!" was the only reply he could get.

A man is not saved by assenting to a church creed. He is saved by trusting Jesus Christ and bearing witness to his faith (Rom 10:9-10).

False teachers will often say, "We worship the Father. We believe in God the Father, even though we disagree with you about Jesus Christ. " 

But to deny the Son means to deny the Father also. You cannot separate the Father and the Son, since both are one God. Jesus says, "I and My Father are One" (John 10:30). He also makes it clear that true believers honor both the Father and the Son: "That all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Father. He that honoreth not the Son honoreth not the Father which hath sent Him" (John 5:23). If you say you "worship one God" but leave Jesus Christ out of your worship, you are not worshiping as a true Christian.

It is important that you stay with the truth of God's Word. The Word (or message) Christians have "heard from the beginning" is all you need to keep you true to the faith. The Christian life continues just as it began: through faith in the Bible's message. A religious leader who comes along with "something new," something that contradicts what Christians have "heard from the beginning," is not to be trusted. "Try the spirits, whether they are of God" (1 John 4:1). Let the Word abide in you (1 John 2:24), and abide in Christ (1 John 2:28); otherwise you will be led astray by the spirit of antichrist. No matter what false teachers may promise, you have the sure promise of eternal life (1 John 2:25). You need nothing more!

If false teachers were content to enjoy themselves in their own meetings, it would be bad enough; the tragedy is that they try earnestly to convert others to their antichristian doctrines. This is the third mark of a man who has turned away from God's truth. 

He Tries to Deceive the Faithful (1 John 2:26-29)

It is interesting to observe that antichristian groups rarely try to lead lost sinners to their false faith. Instead, they spend much of their time trying to convert professing Christians (and church members, at that) to their own doctrines. They are out to "seduce" the faithful.

The word "seduce" carries the idea of "being led astray." We have been warned that this would happen: "Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits and teachings of demons" (cf. 1 Tim 4:1).

Jesus calls Satan the "father of lies (John 8:44), The devil's purpose is to lead Christians astray by teaching them false doctrines (2 Cor 11:1-4,13-15). We should not accept everything a person tells us simply because he claims to believe the Bible, for it is possible to "twist" the Bible to make it mean almost anything (2 Cor 4:1-2).

Satan is not an originator; he is a counterfeiter. He imitates the work of God. For example, Satan has counterfeit "ministers" (2 Cor 11:13-15) who preach a counterfeit gospel (Gal 1:6-12) that produces counterfeit Christians (John 8:43-44) who depend on a counterfeit righteousness (Rom 10:1-10). In the Parable of the Tares (Matt 13:24-30,36-43), Jesus and Satan are pictured as sowers. Jesus sows the true seed, the children of God; but Satan sows "the children of the wicked one." The two kinds of plants, while growing, look so much alike that the servants could not tell the difference until the fruit appeared! Satan's chief stratagem during this age is to plant the counterfeit wherever Christ plants the true. And it is important that you be able to detect the counterfeit and separate the teachings of Christ from the false teachings of antichrist.

How does a believer do this? By depending on the teaching of the Holy Spirit. Each believer has experienced the anointing (the unction, (John 2:20) of the Spirit, and it is the Spirit who teaches him truth (John 14:17; 15:26). False teachers are not led by the Spirit of Truth; they are led by the spirit of error (1 John 4:3,6).

The word anoint reminds us of the Old Testament practice of pouring oil on the head of a person being set apart for special service. A priest was anointed (Ex 28:41), and so was a king (1 Sam 15:1) or a prophet (1 Kings 19:16). A New Testamnet Christian is anointed, not with literal oil, but by the Spirit of God - an anointing that sets him apart for his ministry as one of God's priests (1 Peter 2:5,9). It is not necessary for you to pray for "an anointing of the Spirit"; if you are a Christian, you have already received this special anointing. This anointing "abides in us" and therefore does not need to be imparted to us.

We have seen that false teachers deny the Father and the Son; they also deny the Spirit. The Spirit is the Teacher God has given us (John 14:26), but these false Christians want to be teachers themselves and lead others astray. They try to take the place of the Holy Spirit! 

We are warned against letting any man be our teacher, for God has given us the Spirit to teach us His truth. This does not deny the office of human teachers in the church (Eph 4:11-12); but it means that under the guidance of the Spirit you must test the teaching of men as you search the Bible for yourself (cf. Acts 17:11).

A missionary to the American Indians was in Los Angeles with an Indian friend who was a new Christian. As they walked down the street, they passed a man on the corner who was preaching with a Bible in his hand. The missionary knew the man represented a cult, but the Indian saw only the Bible. He stopped to listen to the sermon.

"I hope my friend doesn't get confused," the missionary thought to himself, and he began to pray. In a few minutes the Indian turned away from the meeting and joined his missionary friend.

"What did you think of the preacher?" the missionary asked.

"All the time he was talking," exclaimed the Indian, "something in his heart was "someone" - the Holy Spirit of God! The Spirit guides us into the truth and helps us to recognize error. This anointing of God is "no lie," because "the Spirit is truth" (1 John 5:6).

Why are some Christians led astray to believe false teachings? Because they are not abidingin the Spirit. The word "abide" occurs several times in this section of 1 John, and it would be helpful to review:

* False teachers do not abide ("continue") in the fellowship (1 John 2:19).

* The word (message) we have heard should abide in us (1 John 2:24).

* The anointing (the Holy Spirit) abides in us, and we should abide in the Spirit (1 John 2:27).

* As we abide in the Word and in the Spirit, we also abide in Christ (1 John 2:28) We noticed this word abide earlier in John's letter too:

* If we say we abide in Christ, we should walk as He walked (1 John 2:6).

* If we love our brother, we abide in the light (1 John 2:10).

* If the Word abides in us, we will be spiritually strong (1 John 2:14).

* If we do the will of God, we shall abide forever (1 John 2:17)

"To abide" means to remain in fellowship; and "fellowship" is the key idea in the first two chapters of this epistle. From chapters 3 to 5, the emphasis is on sonships, or being "born of God."

It is possible to be a child in a family and yet be out of fellowship with one's father and with other members of the family. When our Heavenly Father discovers that we are out of fellowship with Him, He deals with us to bring us back into the place of abiding. This process is called "chastening" - child-training (Heb 12:5-11).

A believer must allow the Spirit of God to teach him from the Bible. One of the major functions of a local church is the teaching of God's Word (2 Tim 2:2; 4:1-5). The Spirit gives the gift of teaching to certain individuals in the fellowship (Rom 12:6-7) and they teach others, but what they teach must be tested (1 John 4:1-3).

There is a difference between deliberate deception and spiritual ignorance. When Apolos preached in the synagogue at Ephesus, his message was correct as far as it went, but it was not complete. Priscilla and Aquila, two mature believers in the congregation, took him aside privately and instructed him in the full message of Christ (Acts 18:24-28). A Christian who spends time daily in the Bible and in prayer will walk in the Spirit and have the discernment he needs.

The Spirit teaches us "of all things" (1 John 2:27). False teachers have a way of "riding a hobby" - prophecy or sanctification or even diet - and neglecting the whole message of the Bible. Jesus implies that we are to live by "every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matt 4:4). Paul was careful to preach "allthe counsel of God" (Acts 20:27).

"All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable" (2 Tim 3:16).

If you ignore or neglect any part of the Bible, you invite trouble. You must read and study the whole Book, and be able to "rightly divide" it (2 Tim 2:15); that is, you must "handle it accurately" (cf. NASB). You should discern in the Bible what God says to different people at different times; there are passages that apply specifically to the Jews, or to the Gentiles, or to the church (1 Cor 10:32). You must be careful to distinguish between them. Though all of the Bible was written for you, not all of it was written to you. False teachers, however, pick (out of context) only what they want, and often apply to believers today passages that were given only for ancient Israel.

John's second epistle gives further warning about false teachers (2 John 7-11). A Christian who meddles with these deceivers is in danger of losing his full reward (2 John 8). You should not even say "good-bye" (which literally means "God be with you"). You are not to be rude or unkind, because that would not be Christian; but you are not to let them into your home to explain their views. Why? Because if you let them in, two consequences may follow: First, they will plant the seeds of false teaching in your mind, and Satan can water and nourish these seeds to produce bitter fruit. But even if this does not happen, by entertaining false teachers in your home you are giving them entrance into other homes! The deceiver will say to your neighbor down the street, "Mr and Mrs. Smith let me into their home, and you know what good Christians they are!"

John has now concluded his message on fellowship and is about to begin his message on sonship. He has pointed out the contrasts between light and darkness (1 John 1:1-2:6), love and hatred (1 John 2:7-17), and truth and error (1 John 2:18-27). He has explained that a real Christian lives a life of obedience (walking in light, not darkness), love, and truth. It is impossible to live in fellowship with God if you are disobedient or hateful or untruthful. Any of these sins will lead you out of reality and into pretense. You will have an "artificial" life instead of an "authentic" life.

1 John 2:28 and 29 are a "bridge" from the fellowship section into the sonship section ("born of God"); in these verses John uses three words that ought to encourage us to live in fellowship with the Father, the Son, and the Spirit.

* Abide This is a word we have met twice before. You must recognize the importance of abiding in Christ. In fact, this has been the theme of the first two chapters of this epistle. You abide in Christ by believing the truth, obeying the truth, and loving other Christians - "the brethren." Obedience-love-truth. If you are a believer and find yourself out of fellowship with God, it is because you have disobeyed His Word, lacked love for a brother, or believed a he. The solution is to confess your sin instantly and to claim God's forgiveness (1 John 1:9).

* Appear. This is the first mention in this epistle of the promised return of Christ. The Book of Revelation deals in detail with future events. The epistle (1 John 2:28-3:3; 4:17) merely mentions the return of Christ and a coming day of judgment.

Not all Bible students are agreed as to the details of future events, but evangelical Christians agree that Christ is returning for His church (1 Thess 4:13-18). Though Christians will not then be judged for their sins, they will be judged on the basis of their faithfulness in serving Christ (1 Cor 3:10-15). Those who have been faithful will receive rewards (1 Cor 4:5); and those who have not been faithful will lose rewards. This event is called "the Judgment Seat of Christ" (Rom 14:10; 2 Cor 5:10); do not confuse it with the "Great White Throne Judgment" of unsaved people at the end of time (Rev 20:11-15).

The fact that Jesus Christ may return at any moment ought to be an incentive for us to live in fellowship with Him and be obedient to His Word. For this reason, John uses a third word:

* Ashamed. Some Christians will be "ashamed before Him at His presence" (1 John 2:28). All believers are "accepted," but there is a difference between being "accepted" and being "acceptable." A disobedient child who goes out and gets dirty will be accepted when he comes home, but he will not be treated as though he were acceptable. "Therefore also we have as our ambition ... to be pleasing to Him" (2 Cor 5:9, NASB). A Christian who has not walked in fellowship with Christ in obedience, love, and truth will lose his rewards; and this will make him ashamed.

No matter in which direction a Christian looks, he finds reason to obey God. If he looks back, he sees Calvary, where Christ died for him. If he looks within, he sees the a king (1 Sam 15:1) or a prophet (1 Kings 19:16). A New Testament Christian is anointed, not with literal oil, but by the Spirit of God - an anointing that sets him apart for his ministry as one of God's priests (1 Peter 2:5,9). It is not necessary for you to pray for "an anointing of the Spirit"; if you are a Christian, you have already received this special anointing. This anointing "abides in us" and therefore does not need to be imparted to us.

We have seen that false teachers deny the Father and the Son; they also deny the Spirit. The Spirit is the Teacher God has given us (John 14:26), but these false Christians want to be teachers themselves and lead others astray. They by to take the place of the Holy Spirit!

We are warned against letting any man be our teacher, for God has given us the Spirit to teach us His truth. This does not deny the office of human teachers in the church (Eph 4:11-12); but it means that under the guidance of the Spirit you must test the teaching of men as you search the Bible for yourself (cf. Acts 17:11).

A missionary to the American Indians was in Los Angeles with an Indian friend who was a new Christian. As they walked down the street, they passed a man on the comer who was preaching with a Bible in his hand. The missionary knew the man represented a cult, but the Indian saw only the Bible. He stopped to listen to the sermon.

"I hope my friend doesn't get confused," the missionary thought to himself, and he began to pray. In a few minutes the Indian turned away from the meeting and joined his missionary friend.

"What did you think of the preacher?" the missionary asked.

"All the time he was talking," exclaimed the Indian, "something in my heart kept saying, 'Liar! Liar!' " 

That "something" in his heart was "Someone" - the Holy Spirit of God! The Spirit guides us into the truth and helps us to recognize error. This anointing of God is "no he," because "the Spirit is truth" (1 John 5:6).

Why are some Christians led astray to believe false teachings? Because they are not abiding in the Spirit. The word "abide" occurs several times in this section of 1 John, and it would be helpful to review:

* False teachers do not abide ("continue") in the fellowship (1 John 2:19).

The word (message) we have heard should abide in us (1 John 2:24).

The anointing (the Holy Spirit) abides in us, and we should abide in the Spirit (1 John 2:27).

* As we abide in the Word and in the Spirit, we also abide in Christ (1 John 2:28).

* We noticed this word abide earlier in John's letter too:

* If we say we abide in Christ, we should walk as He walked (1 John 2:6).

* If we love our brother, we abide in the light (1 John 2:10).

* If the Word abides in us, we will be spiritually strong (1 John 2:14).

* If we do the will of God, we shall abide forever (1 John 2:17).

"To abide" means to remain in fellowship; and "fellowship" is the key idea in the first two chapters of this epistle. From chapters 3 to 5, the emphasis is on sonship, or being "born of God."

It is possible to be a child in a family and yet be out of fellowship with one's father and with other members of the family. When our Heavenly Father discovers that we are out of fellowship with Him, He deals with us to bring us back into the place of abiding. This process is called "chastening" - child - training (Heb 12:5-11).

A believer must allow the Spirit of God to teach him from the Bible. One of the major functions of a local church is the teaching of God's Word (2 Tim 2:2; 4:1-5). The Spirit gives the gift of teaching to certain individuals in the fellowship (Rom 12:6-7) and they teach others, but what they teach must be tested (1 John 4:1-3).

There is a difference between deliberate deception and spiritual ignorance. When Apollos preached in the synagogue at Ephesus, his message was correct as far as it went, but it was not complete. Priscilla and Aquila, two mature believers in the congregation, took him aside privately and instructed him in the full message of Christ (Acts 18:24-28). A Christian who spends time daily in the Bible and in prayer will walk in the Spirit and have the discernment he needs.

The Spirit teaches us "of all things" (1 John 2:27). False teachers have a way of "riding a hobby" - prophecy or sanctification or even diet - and neglecting the whole message of the Bible. Jesus implies that we are to live by "every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God" (Matt 4:4). Paul was careful to preach "all the counsel of God" (Acts 20:27).

Holy Spirit who lives within and teaches him the truth. If he looks around, he sees his Christian brethren whom he loves; he also sees a world lost in sin, desperately needing his godly witness. And if he looks ahead, he sees the return of Christ! "And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as He is pure" (1 John 3:3). The return of Christ is a great inspiration for godly living.

John has written about light and darkness, love and hatred, and truth and error, and in 1 John 2:29 he sums up the whole matter of Christian living in one phrase - "doing righteousness. " 

The life that is real is a life of doing, not simply talking ("If we say," 1 John 1:8-2:9) or giving mental assent that a doctrine is correct. "Not every one that saith unto Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven" (Matt 7:21, italics added). Christians do not simply believe the truth, they do it (1 John 1:6).

A person who professes to be a Christian, but who does not live in obedience, love, and truth, is either deceived or a deceiver. A child bears the nature of his father, and a person who has been "born of God" will reveal the characteristics of the Heavenly Father. "Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children" (Eph 5:1, NASB). "As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your ignorance; but as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy" (1 Peter 1:14-15).

A Sunday School class seemed to be having constant problems. The pastor and the superintendent met with the teacher and officers, but made no apparent progress. Then, one Sunday morning, the teacher of the class came down the aisle during the closing hymn of the service. "I suppose she wants to dedicate her life to the Lord," the pastor thought.

"Pastor," she said, "I want to confess Christ as my Saviour. All these years I thought I was saved, but I wasn't. There was always something lacking in my life. The class problems were my problems, but now they've been solved. Now I know I'm saved."

"Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!" (2 Cor 13:5, NASB) Does your life bear the marks of obedience, love, and truth? Is your Christian life something real - genuine - authentic? Or is it counterfeit?

It is a question of truth - or consequences!

And if you do not face the truth, you must pay the consequences! 
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